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Annual Report

e (Canada Helps reported that 1 in 5 Canadians access a charitable service including food banks.

e Food Banks Canada reported in October 2024 that for the first time over 2 million households visited a food
bank.

e The B.C. Hunger Count reported a 15% increase in the number of food bank visits over 2023
» 100,000 to 195,000 households visit 107 food banks each month

» Canadian food banks saw an 80% increase since 2019 and BC saw a 70% increase.

e Oliver Food Bank has 31 volunteers including: drivers who pick up and deliver groceries; those who shelve
groceries and donations; those who divide and package dry goods and produce; those who pull stock and pack
hampers for each distribution; our lead volunteers and operations committee; and 7-member board of
directors.

e last year —one factor relating to inflation and escalating prices was due to government energy policies.

e “Inflation expectation” — government reports and media on inflation numbers results in businesses taking
advantage of this assumption by escalating their prices up and up.

e Local example: apple growers are paid $200 to $400 per bin of apples (800 — 1,000 Ibs.) - equivalent to .20 - .50
cents/lb.
> In 2010 Tree Fruits Coop pricing was .25 - .35 cents/Ib
> the last few years apple prices in stores have been $2.99 — $3.99/Ib
» children are heading to school with an apple in their lunch at the cost of approximately $1.00+ each!

The annual BC Thanksgiving Food Drive resulted in 5,300 Ibs of donated food at a value of $19,000.

Oliver residents, community members and organizations are very generous! A HEARTY THANK YOU to all of our
volunteers, members and donors!

Jon Kurnik, President




